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rom the Chair 

Newsletter for the Moor Pool Garden Suburb    Issue 108 June 2020 

I’d been asking myself what I could say in this 

contribution because on the face of it, nothing 

had changed.  More thinking made me realise that even 

from the very narrow perspective that I have, a great deal 

had. 

In April I wrote about Moor Pool being seen in all is 

colourful Springtime beauty, which of course has now 

been seamlessly replaced by the wonderful trees and 

shrubs of early Summer. That wonder was perhaps 

somewhat tempered by the huge quantity of pollen that the 

old oak tree deposited over gardens and guttering far and 

wide. My neighbour and I agreed that the amount far 

exceeded any seen before and speculated that perhaps a 

cleaner environment had something to do with it. Was it 

just imagination or were the leaves on trees greener than 

ever before? If so the inconvenience of the clean-up was 

worth the price. 

 It has been widely reported that the reduction in noise has 

meant that bird songs not often heard in an urban 

environment, are freely available to us. Even the repetitive 

cooing of the wood pigeon is a welcome sound. Not only 

are birds more audible but I have wondered whether they 

are more visible and by extension, more numerous. I have 

seen more wrens, robins and sparrows than perhaps for 

many years. I heard an owl the other night and my bird 

guide tells me that it could have been a Tawny or a Long 

Eared. I expect to be corrected! Perhaps in the next edition 

the views of others who are better qualified, could be 

aired.  

To continue with the wildlife theme, I can report that the 

fox, who has been a regular visitor to my neighbour’s 

garden over a long period, is now bringing her family of 

two cubs along at dusk, for their nightly feed. A change 

there then but no change in the habits of the one-eyed cat 

who with his baleful stare shames me and I suspect, many 

others, as he comes daily in the expectation of a tasty 

morsel. I have found myself comparing him in some ways, 

to the Cheshire Cat because of his apparent ability to 

appear out of nowhere.  In company with all cats, he is 

very particular and whilst he likes corned beef, will only 

eat it if my neighbour buys it from M and S. I should 

hasten to add that he has a good home of his own but 

clearly enjoys exploiting other options. 

I have continued my daily walks and if there has been a 

change, it is that it appears to have become a more serious 
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Please support your local shop 

business. Gone it seems, are the friendly waves and 

messages of greeting, to be replaced by a concentration on 

social distancing which I suppose is fair enough. One 

hazard not present, before the leaves came out, is 

presented by the ninety - degree corner turn, where a 

decision must be made between walking in the road or 

peeping round the corner. So far, I have been lucky with 

the peeping method. When I’ve not been out of the house, 

I’ve been able to observe the large numbers of people, 

particularly in the early evening, who have included Moor 

Pool as part of their exercise route. Two people who 

discovered Moor Pool for the first time, contacted me and 

asked for more information! 

Despite the lockdown Moor Pool has been busy. A 

number of small events were held to celebrate the V.E. 

Day anniversary, one of which was in the Spinney off 

Carless Avenue. A few neighbours, carefully, legally and 

individually used their front gardens and spent a few very 

pleasant hours together, (although not really together). 

Entertainment on his isolated stage, was provided by 

Geoff Salminen on his uke /banjo, with his repertoire of 

George Formby classic songs.  

Moor Pool in Bloom’s annual plant sale was a spectacular 

success.  Although it was conducted online and over the 

phone and was publicised through posters displayed 

around the Estate, it was sold out I believe, within hours. I 

saw Colin as he was returning with what I think was the 

(Continued on page 2) 
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Don’t Get in a Flap! 

If your Duck does not arrive, gets 

eaten by the dog, you want an extra 

copy or live off the estate, then the 

current issue can be downloaded 

from www.duck.moorpool.com. 

Past issues are also available from 

our web site at www.moorpool.com.  

Forthcoming Events 

The Halls were closed in April as a precaution against the 
spread of covid-19 infection. The intention of review on a 
month by month basis has been overtaken by events and 
are now subject to government restrictions until further 
notice. The Trust feels it unlikely that it will be open for 
business as usual earlier than September and the events 
below are clearly subject to change or cancellation. 

Coffee Mornings 
(except December) 

Last Saturday of the 
month, 10:30-12:00 

Kids Craft Sunday,  September 20th 

Heritage Walk Sunday,  September 20th 

Local History Talk Tuesday,  September 22nd 

Fish and Chip Quiz Saturday, October 17th 

Moor Pool Memories Saturday,  October 24th 

Local History Talk Tuesday,  November 3rd 

Charity Concert Saturday, November 21st 

Residents’ Association AGM Saturday, January 30th 

Publication Dates 

Closing Date Publication Date 

25th July 2020 August 2020 

26th September 2020 October 2020 

21st November 2020 December 2020 

23rd January 2021 February 2021 

27th March 2021 April 2021 

29th May 2021 June 2021 

Please send letters and articles for inclusion to 
duck@moorpool.com by the closing date. 

A cheeky little number, fruity and mischievous, full of 
promise. The wine's ok too!   Sgt Bilko 

I like a woman with a head on her shoulders. I hate necks. 
      Steve Martin 

last empty tray and he agreed that despite the success, it 

had not been ‘the real thing’. 

The Moor Pool Covid -19 Help Team initiated and 

inspired by Jules Bellingham has gone from strength to 

strength and continues to provide the help and support 

needed by residents. Many donations of food and clothing 

have been made and more information about the work of 

the team is given on other pages, as is the report published 

by the West Midlands Combined Authority in which 

Ballie talks about the many acts of kindness that he has 

seen, as his regular customers and others have helped 

tirelessly with the delivery of goods to residents. 

It’s right also to pay tribute here, as others have done, to 

the commitment of Ballie, Mandy and their family who 

continue to work so hard in support of the community.  

I have been aware of the many acts of individual kindness 

that have been made and for which of course no formal 

acknowledgement was made, or indeed, wanted. The term 

‘outstanding achievement’ is well worn and possibly worn 

out but it allows me to pick up a suggestion that if anyone 

felt that a proper acknowledgement should be made of 

particular kindness, we might publish it in future editions. 

The Residents’ Association, despite its separation and 

isolation, continues be available to provide general advice 

and I’m more than willing to field any queries. My phone 

number is 0121 426 2134 and my email address is 

johnwhealey@blueyonder.co.uk. 

I am of an age where society, usually with patience, 

allows me to reminisce about times past and these 

troubled times have taken me back many years. That 

journey took me to a time when chatting over the garden 

fence was something that everyone did. There was of 

course not so much pressure on time in those days, There 

were fewer distractions and the world was not 

overwhelmed by a surfeit of information. Many of us are 

‘chatting over the fence’ again and I suppose that the hope 

is that we will be able to continue to do this one way or 

another when all this is over. 

Stay together. 

John 

(Continued from page 1) 

Moor Pool Residents’ 

Association Subscriptions 

The annual subscription of £5 per household was due 

for most existing subscribers on the 1st January but time 

and events overtook us and a number still remain 

overdue. The subscription helps to pay for the printing 

of The Duck under normal circumstances, and also 

helps to fund the Easter and Christmas activities. If you 

have not done so already, please consider becoming a 

subscriber. There’s a form on the last page which you 

can complete and return to Maureen Mauser at 56 

Carless Avenue, or if you prefer (as many do), you can 

set up a standing order. 
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When first submitted to the Duck a couple of weeks ago, 

this article was intended to be an advert for plants 

available from Moorpool in Bloom via email and or text 

as we could not hold our usual plant sale due to the 

coronavirus ‘lock-down’.  We thought we may have 

difficulty selling our usual supply of summer bedding 

plants outside of the normal Plant Sale set-up. 

How wrong we were! 

This time last week (Saturday evening around 8.00 pm – 

24 hours after posters etc. went up) I was sitting at my 

computer looking at around forty plus emails with plant 

orders!!!  That was staggering, bordering on 

overwhelming.  I had anticipated the need for a 

spreadsheet to keep track of orders, and, not least, to 

avoid selling trays of plants twice! but the whole process 

of confirming orders, arrangements for payment and 

logging orders was so cumbersome and slow.  I went to 

bed having answered only around 2/3rds of the emails. In 

addition, there were a small number of text orders. 

By Sunday evening we had sold out of over half of the 

plants and a number of varieties – and I had another 30 or 

so emails in addition to those that arrived on Saturday. 

On Monday the orders slowed down a little and by 

Tuesday I had a standard response that I could copy paste 

into the email replies – Sorry, Sold Out.  I am still using 

that a week after the kick off. 

Expectations well and truly exceeded.   

Would we do the same ‘on-line’ plant sale next year?  

From my perspective ‘No thanks’.  The normal Plant Sale 

is a social /community event and you just do not get the 

same buzz ‘on-line’.  Besides, It’s not a Plant Sale without 

the cake stall. 

Many thanks from the Moorpool in Bloom team to the 

Moorpool community, for the response to this year’s very 

odd plant sale. 

Colin Brain  

Annual plant Sale 2020 - with a difference! 
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Circle Cinema 

And so it goes on. And on. 

Although there has been some 

nebulous easing of the restrictions 

with ambiguous and often 

contradictory rules and/or 

guidelines, it seems clear that cinemas, like pubs and 

restaurants, will be some way down the release list. So - 

watch this space.  

Incidentally, does anyone know the difference between 

rules and guidelines? They seem to be used on an 

interchangeable basis and I call to mind Margaret 

Thatcher’s comment on guidelines during the Scott 

Inquiry.   

We will, of course, keep everyone updated through our 

web site, this publication and our mailing list. If you are 

not already on our mailing list and would like to be, 

please contact us through the link below. Stay safe and 

keep your distance. 

info@circlecinema.co.uk 

www.circlecinema.co.uk 

Club & Society News 

Moorpool Skittles Club 

Sadly with the Lockdown situation, the 

Skittles Club is on hold, so no sessions 

for now. The Winter season ended and 

Club awards have been sorted but as yet 

we can’t give out the actual awards - 

we’ll do that as soon as we are ‘allowed 

out’ - probably with some celebration. 

All members are missing our weekly sessions but we 

keep in touch via email, text and phone calls - thank 

goodness for technology - something that is definitely 

missing from our usual playing sessions! We should be in 

our Summer Season when play is once a week and 

continues until we open the Winter Season in October, 

lets hope that can go ahead as planned. 

We look forward to welcoming visitors and new 

members as soon as possible. Any inquiries to 

keithwinkley61@gmail.com. 

Moor Pool Allotment Association 

Dear Residents 

If you have walked up 

Winterbourne Lane or back onto 

the High Brow allotments you will 

have seen the impressive clearance 

work over the last few weeks led by Nick Ball the MPAA 

Treasurer and the various volunteers he has rounded up. 

What were impassable spaces have been opened up again. 

Tremendous thanks are owed to Nick and all those 

volunteers who have achieved this with very hard work. 

At the same time interest in having an allotment has 

increased and we are now moving to a position of 

satisfying demand from prospective tenants who in some 

cases have been waiting years. All the allotments on 

Winterbourne bar one are now let and many others are full 

too. The allotments come in all sorts of shapes and sizes 

and have been a great form of exercise during the 

lockdown (all at a socially acceptable distance of course). 

We can be flexible in sizing allotments as much can be 

grown on a relatively small area. Please respect the 

allotments which are a historic and intrinsic part of the 

Conservation Area. They are not spaces for dumping 

garden rubbish or builders material (The rubble with the 

grey slate flooring tiles at the back of High Brow has yet 

to be removed). If you are interested in an allotment 

please get in touch. Meanwhile stay safe. 

Rob Sutton 

Chair Moor Pool Allotment Association   07904 924 609 

Moor Pool Wildlife Group 

Garden heroes 

Like many people, I’ve been spending a 

lot of time in my garden during lockdown 

and looking more closely at the small 

creatures I share it with. Small things have always 

fascinated me. 

But I blame the RHS for my latest passion. Earlier this 

year they put out a call for people to undertake a massive 

citizen science survey of garden slugs – and they were 

inundated with responses! Sadly, lockdown put a halt to 

the survey. But it made me want to learn more about my 

garden slugs. For example, there’s the Green Cellar Slug 

which is usually found in or around compost bins. It’s a 

detritivore which means it will only eat dead plant 

material and won’t harm any precious flowers and shoots. 

In fact, it has a valuable role to play in disposing of 

decaying stuff and turning it into wonderful rich compost. 

So next time you see a slug, check to see if it’s greenish 

yellow and blotchy, in fact really disgusting looking, 

because it may be one of these garden heroes – and please 

don’t kill it, just pop it on your compost heap! 

Moor Pool Wildlife Group hopes to start meeting again in 

the autumn but in the meantime you can find us on 

Facebook. 

Cathy Perry, cathyperry22@gmail.com 
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Club & Society News 

The Circle Tennis Club 

57 The Circle, Harborne.  

The support that your local club has 
received during the present 
situation has been unbelievable and 
has shown the value of a friendly, supportive club  on 
the Moorpool Estate. We have accepted so many new 
members, especially families, who have seen that we 
can provide a lovely way to get exercise while 
maintaining safety and social distancing. 

We have introduced a booking system so that everyone 
gets an equal chance of playing and have had to limit 
play for each player to an hour a day.  This has allowed 
all players to get out and enjoy the chance of either 
learning a new sport or getting back into a familiar one. 

As a result of the influx of members, we have had to 
temporarily suspend the acceptance of new members 
until we have been able to ensure that the use of the 
courts is not overwhelming. We will let you know, via 
the website, www.circletennisclub.net  when we are 
able to accept new members. 

Keep watching.  In the meantime, if you have any 
questions, please contact us at 
circletennisclub@gmail.com. 

Moor Pool Reading Group 

The Reading Group is unable to meet at the 

moments due to covid-19 physical 

distancing restrictions. 

We hope we will soon be able to reconvene 

and anyone interested in joining The Moor Pool Reading 

Group should contact Gillian Morgan at 

gillianmorgan@blueyonder.co.uk for more information. 

Circle Cycling Club 

At last the Government has 

recognised that cycling is the 

way forward in future (excuse 

the pun.)  Sadly, it took COVID

-19 Social Isolation rules in order for this form of 

transport to be taken more seriously and be properly 

funded.  

You may have noticed there has been an increase in the 

number of people taking up cycling recently, not just for 

leisure, but shopping and more latterly, commuting to 

work.  There will be more cycle lanes incorporated into 

the existing road routes to and from the City into the 

various suburbs of Birmingham.  At last more space will 

be made for cycling in future.  This is good news for 

cyclists. 

Although we cannot ride out as a club group yet, people 

can ride independently and families can ride out together.  

Not everyone has a bike though, so we can offer a loan 

bike, if you are interested in taking up cycling. All we ask 

is that you join the club, (there is no membership fee) and 

that you look after the loan bike for an agreed period and 

store it in a safe place. For more details, please call : Peter 

Stroud on 0776 340 7810  for more information, who is 

our local instructor. 

Killer Sudoku 
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Moor Pool Heritage Trust Update 

I started my article for the Duck in March 

thus: 

“I’m writing this looking out of the window 

on a beautiful spring day with the garden 

coming into full colour.  Such are the few 

mercies of the present position, and it’s 

often said that Moor Pool is at its loveliest 

at this time of the year.”   

We are lucky to live in such a beautiful area 

of Birmingham.  I hope that Moor Pool’s 

outdoor spaces have helped your wellbeing over the 

lockdown period.  It has been lovely to see so many of 

you enjoying the benefits of our fabulous Garden Suburb 

estate on your socially distanced daily walks.  

In many ways little seems to have changed in the past two 

months, but I’ll outline a few of things that have been 

going on! 

It has been really good (and I feel a little envious) to see 

the return of The Circle and Moor Pool Tennis Clubs, the 

Moor Pool Bowling Club and the Fishing Club over the 

past couple of weeks – and to see the number of people 

partaking in these sports.   

We have also been thrilled at the number of allotments let 

since the start of lockdown.  Moor Pool Allotment 

Association’s volunteer team has done some fantastic 

clearance of overgrown allotments.  Have a stroll around 

the back alleys and see how beautiful the cultivation in so 

many areas is.  Thanks to all involved. 

Keeping to the outdoor theme, we do hope to reopen the 

Nettlefold Garden as soon as possible.  We realise this is a 

very valued space, particularly for children and, on other 

occasions, for peace and quiet.  Advice is that it has to 

remain closed presently but we are watching 

developments closely. 

Turning to the Hall, our present view is that September 

seems the most likely month to reopen.  The Government 

has intimated that gathering places might reopen in July, 

but the combination of uncertainty over this date and the 

summer holiday season means September is most likely 

for us.  We are reviewing likely capacity, timetable and 

cleaning procedures.   

The planning application for the renovated toilets and new 

disabled ramp at the Hall sits with Birmingham City 

Council.  The deadline for objections passed in May.  We 

await the Council’s deliberations.  Next stage will be 

Building Regulations and full costings.   

We have fully supported the joint (i) MRA/MPHT 

Neighbour Help volunteer scheme and (ii) the Food & 

Clothing Banks in the Hall over the past 

month.  The response has been 

overwhelming and gratifying.   

We should also note the vital role for local 

shopping played by Ballie, Mandy, Pavan 

and Simran at Moor Pool News & Wine 

through the lockdown.  They seem to have 

stock other larger outlets don’t!  Please keep 

getting behind the shop and its role in 

servicing the Estate.   

Lastly, we have had to postpone the Trust’s AGM till later 

in the year.  Let’s hope that this can take place.  

If there’s anything the Trust can do for you, do let us 

know.  Contact details as ever - 

simon56.stirling@gmail.com or 07757 790539. 

Look after yourselves and one another. 

Simon Stirling 

Chair 

The cost of the Moor Pool Duck is supported by our advertisers. If you use their services, please mention us. 

Fund Raising through on-line shopping 

easyfundraising  

Please remember to use easyfundraising every time you 
shop online! Over 4,000 shops and sites will donate, so 
you can raise FREE donations for us no matter what 
you’re buying. These donations really help us out, so 
please sign up if you haven’t yet. It’s easy and FREE! You 
can get started at https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/
causes/moorpoolheritagetrust/?utm_campaign=raise-
more&utm_content=en-n2 

Amazon 

You can no longer raise funds directly through 
easyfundraising.org.uk when shopping at Amazon but 
instead will be redirected to Amazon Smile where you can 
select Moor Pool Heritage Trust as the charity you wish to 
support. The direct link is 
https://smile.amazon.co.uk/ch/1148252-0 

If you then log in through smile.amazon.co.uk rather 
than amazon.co.uk you will be automatically linked to the 
charity you wish to support and 0.5% of any purchases 
will be donated to the Trust.  

You can, of course, continue to use easyfundraising with 
other retailers. Our continuing thanks to those helping to 
raise funds for the Trust in this way.  
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Company 

Our aim is to be as green as your garden 

All aspects of garden maintenance/tree 

surgery/landscaping/fencing/hedge 

trimming/mowing/weeding/rotovating 

ponds. All waste fully recycled. 

Call Simon for a free quotation 

07928 677594 

or e-mail 

greengardeningcompany193@gmail.com 

Discounted service available. 

Enhanced CRB available 

for your peace of mind. 

Kipsters Homemade 
Biscuits 

    Just for Dogs 
Kipsters Homemade Biscuits is a family run business which began 
when our French Bulldog puppy Costa came into our lives. We 
then began to look at food, ingredients and treats that 
would provide him with the best nutrients and goodness to allow 
him to continue with his busy life as a puppy. As a keen baker I 
decided to bake him some biscuits that contained no additives 
or preservatives and from that day forward Kipsters was born. 

Order online at:  www.kipsters.co.uk  
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A plea from Moorpool Fishing Club 

'Please Stop Dumping Rubbish in the Moorpool!!' 

As an Angling Club we feel extremely privileged to enjoy not just the 

amazing fishing in the tranquil beauty of the Moorpool, but also the 

pleasure of maintaining the pool and its wonderful fauna and flora. It truly 

is a unique opportunity. 

Sadly we are seeing a large increase in waste being dumped both into the 

pool itself and into the pool surroundings. 

We have recently had to remove builders waste, garden refuse, 4 bin bags 

of household rubbish from a neighbour who overlooks the pool (one bag 

contained identifying documents) as well as empty bread bags presumably 

from people feeding the geese and ducks and a plethora of bottles and beer 

cans. 

This sadly is not people from off the estate coming to dump at the pool, it 

is local residents. We have recently had to remove 2 separate dumpings of 

used cat litter. Not in bags, just someone emptying the tray over the fence!  

I haven't even mentioned the chap caught dumping numerous Christmas Puddings into the pool at 2 o'clock in the morning one 

day last August... 

Our membership has an average age that exceeds 65 years and is increasing. We cannot expect our members to keep risking 

walking into the pool through the myriad of broken bottles on the bottom to remove soiled nappies and food waste.  

It may surprise many to know that the pool is relatively shallow. At its deepest the pool is not even 4 feet deep, in many areas it 

is less than 2. It cannot sustain dumping like this before the pool becomes a stagnant pit of rubbish. 

Please help us keep the pool looking so beautiful. Dispose of your rubbish properly.  

Jez Harris 

Treasurer. Moorpool Fishing Club. 

Samurai Sudoku 

Where the puzzles overlap, the rows and columns do not go beyond their usual length. 
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Nettlefold Notes 

Lockdown incident. Shortly after lockdown a small child 

arrives at Nettlefold gate ahead of the rest of the family 

and reports back at the top of her voice: 

Mummee – the gate's locked.... I thought all parks had 

to be open to the public! 

Mother (who has now caught up) says something 

inaudible. 

Child: Oh, I seeeee, - it's not a park – it's a garden! 

Our trees It is good to report that all the trees which we 

planted about the time we opened, having spent a couple 

of years getting their roots down, are now beginning to 

show signs of real growth. On top of that our ancient 

apple tree had a good showing of blossom, as did our 

'mini orchard' and the new ornamental cherry tree has not 

waited long to send straight up a strong central 'leader' 

towards its ultimate height of about ten feet. 

Lockdown - spring report. One would not have thought 

that there would have been much impact on Nettlefold 

garden but it is interesting to see that, even though our 

footfall was relatively light, nature has responded (as 

everywhere else) to 'no visitors'. The woodland area in 

particular has flourished, decided to invade the footpath 

and closed off 'the Bosk' with rapidly grown overhanging 

branches. Glancing through the gate one can see how the 

grass and flowers have bounced back on the Mound (or 

Tump) lacking the usual clump of tiny feet.  

The recent dry spell has shown how woodland shade 

protects the earth. The primrose plants are still flourishing 

under the trees with sturdy leaves sending food back 

down to the roots for next year – but where a plant is in 

partial sun it has already wilted. 

Final observation: One can see in the garden a microcosm 

of the world – On this hot cloudless May day it is cool and 

pleasant in the woodland area, too hot to sit for long on 

the lawn – and the garden rubbish in plastic sacks is 

almost too hot to touch! 

Follow Nettlefold gardens on Facebook and Twitter for 

more updates:  

           @NettlefoldGdn      www.moorpooltrust.com 

Carbon offsetting is like asking poor people to diet for us. 

- Greta Thunberg 

The world's richest 10% of world population is 

responsible for 50% of all greenhouse omissions, which is 

right now destroying one of our most important natural 

resources – a balanced and fully functioning atmosphere. 

Lockdown....Now for the Good news! The drop in carbon 

dioxide emissions into the atmosphere is likely to be 

between 4.2 and 7.5 percent over the year (17% from Jan 

to mid-April). This will take the world back to 2006 levels 

but the Bad News is that the world is still on course for 3 

degrees centigrade rise overall and the Met Office says 

present CO2  levels have not been so high for  2 million 

years. To meet the Paris Agreement's goal emissions must 

fall by 7.6 % every year to 2030. (Source: new Scientist 

30/5/20. 

During this warm spell 70% of UK power has come from 

renewable sources. 

April Web Words Solution 

cenote, cent, center, cento, centre, centred, centrode, cert, cete, conte, convert, converted, cornet, corvet, corveted, cot, cote, coted, covent, 
covert, covet, coveted, coveter, credent, cronet, ctene, decent, deet, denote, dent, deter, devot, devote, docent, dort, dot, dote, doter, drent, 
enter, erect, erodent, ert, eten, event, evert, evet, net, nete, not, note, noted, noter, notre, ort, overnet, overt, recent, recto, rent, rente, rented, 
ret, rete, revet, revote, revoted, rodent, ront, ronte, rot, rote, roted, ted, tee, teed, teen, teend, teer, ten, tend, tender, tendre, tene, tenor, tenrec, 
terce, teredo, tern, terne, terned, toc, tod, toe, toed, ton, tone, toned, toner, tor, torc, tore, torn, tree, treed, treen, trend, trod, trode, tron, tronc, 
trone, trove, vector, vectored, vent, vented, venter, ventre, ventred, verdet, vert, verted, vet, veter, veto, vetoed, vetoer, vote, voted, voteen, 
voter. 

Sudoku Solutions 

Answers to June 2020 crossword 

Across: 1  Spade; 4 Behaves; 8  Shearer; 9  Solve; 10 Evade; 11  Against; 13  Spur; 15  Tomato; 17  
Agrees;  20 Tuba; 22 Compost; 24 Radii; 26 Raced; 27 Evening; 28 Say less; 29 Style 
Down: 1 Suspect; 2 Arena; 3 Earnest; 4 Bureau; 5 Hosta; 6 Valance; 7 Sleet; 12 Grab; 14 Pots; 16 
Mimicry; 18 Gardens; 19 Shingle; 21 Utters; 22 Cares; 23 Oldie; 25 Daily 

$0000007 Daniel Craig was paid £25m to reprise the role 
of British Secret Service agent James Bond for the fifth 
and final time in No Time To Die, due to be released in 
April but postponed until November due to the covid-19 
pandemic.  

K
ill

er
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MOORPOOL 

NEWS & WINE 

Your friendly family-run local shop with 
competitive prices and regular promotions 

Delivery service available 

Monday - Friday 7am - 7pm 
Sat 7.30am - 7pm & Sun 7.30am - 1pm 

OI2I-428 1061      26 The Circle B17 9DY 

Please support your local shop 

Shopkeeper inundated with customers’ acts of kindness 

during pandemic 

A Birmingham shopkeeper has told how his 
customers’ acts of kindness during the current 
pandemic have overwhelmed him. 

Baljinder Singh who runs Moorpool News and Wine in 
Harborne said his regulars have inundated him with 
offers to help the elderly or self-isolating during 
lockdown. 

His story has been documented by the West Midlands 
Combined Authority (WMCA) which has been marking 
Mental Health Awareness Week (18-24 May) by 
highlighting random acts of kindness that have been 
taking place across the region. 

He said: “I’ve only been running the shop for a few 
months but once the pandemic started we really 
noticed how generous people round here can be. So 
many of our customers have offered to deliver 
groceries and newspapers to people who can’t leave 
their home. 

“We even had a nurse from a local hospital come 
in and said if you’re stuck I can do deliveries for 
you. We thought that was so generous considering 
she’s probably working 12-hour shifts. 

“It’s all really overwhelming to experience so 
much compassion for others.” 

To read the full article and interview visit: 
https://www.wmca.org.uk/news/shopkeeper-
inundated-with-customers-acts-of-kindness-
during-pandemic/ 

Can you identify the masked stranger in the video? 

 

Reproduced by kind permission on West Midlands Combined Authority 

Baljinder Singh who runs Moorpool News and Wine in Harborne 

Dear Editor, 

I would like to acknowledge Baljinder and Mandi at the 

circle shop for their acts of kindness. They are always 

very obliging and willing to help in any way that they 

can. If they don't stock something you want they will 

do their very best to obtain it. However, they have been 

particularly helpful at this time in delivering food to 

those who are unable to get out and keeping the shop 

running and newspapers delivered. I know that Norma 

and many others on the Estate would also join me in 

thanking them for their kindness. 

Maureen Mauser 

https://www.wmca.org.uk/news/shopkeeper-inundated-with-customers-acts-of-kindness-during-pandemic/
https://www.wmca.org.uk/news/shopkeeper-inundated-with-customers-acts-of-kindness-during-pandemic/
https://www.wmca.org.uk/news/shopkeeper-inundated-with-customers-acts-of-kindness-during-pandemic/
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James Ernest 

Optometry 

Harborne’s best kept secret 

 

Exclusive Eye wear from only £79.00 

Our Services 

Comprehensive eye examination 

Contact lens specialist 

Dry eye clinics 

Evening Appointments 

Spectacle re-glazing service 

NHS Patients also welcome 

in a ‘no pressure’ environment 

0121 448 6606 

jeoptometry@gmail.com  

www.jamesernestoptometry.com 

26 The Circle, 

Harborne, 

Birmingham B17 9DY 

 

ENTERPRISE WINDOW CLEANING SERVICES 

 

LOCAL FAMILY BUSINESS CLEANING WINDOWS ON THE  

     MOORPOOL ESTATE FOR OVER 20 YEARS 
 

         Internal & External, Velux and difficult windows 

         Gutters cleaned 

         UPVC cleaned 

         Conservatory roofs 

         Patios, driveways and decking cleaned 

         Fully insured 

 

Contact details:  

Steve Brain 

9 West Pathway 

Harborne 

Tel: 07961163305 / 0121 247 6696 

email: stephen.brain63@sky.com 
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June 

C R O S S W O R D  

by Artemonas 

Membership of Moor Pool Residents’ Association  
I/We wish to join the Moor Pool Residents’ Association 

Name   

Address   

Postcode Phone  

 e-mail  

The annual subscription of £5 per household can be paid by cash or cheque (payable to Moor Pool Residents' Association) delivered to 
the membership secretary, Maureen Mauser at 56 Carless Avenue together with this form. You can also pay by standing order (form 
downloadable from www.moorpool.com) or through online banking to: Moor Pool Residents' Association, sort code 30-19-14, account 
number 03808193. Please also return this slip for our records. All personal data is held in compliance with GDPR.  

Reference if paying by 
electronic transfer: 

Across 

1) Heard it was neutered in the garden (5) 

4) Maybe have someone inside who acts properly (7) 

8) Newcastle’s shepherd? (7) 

9) What you have done here is change animals (5) 

10) Hitler’s mistress from Germany. I miss this (5) 

11) Nags it a bit in opposition (7) 

13) Some is purely an incentive (4) 

15) Motto revised to include a vegetable (6) 

17) Concurs to spreading the grease around (6) 

20) Instrument ends with you, Bob, Anna and no more (4) 

22) Rot down company representative who’s no saint (7) 

24) I’d air several spokes (5) 

26) Ran best in road (5) 

27) Levelling after 6 pm? (7) 

28) Sounds like why lasses become quieter (3,4) 

29) Holy man turns English cathedral into something 
fashionable (5) 

Down 

1) Distrust someone in the police cell? (7) 

2) Beware naturists in the theatre (5) 

3) Man sounds very keen (7) 

4) Polish up on French water ministry (6) 

5) Ghost arrives on part of plant (5) 

6) Small girl’s article on church drapery (7) 

7) Winter falls in Carlisle, etc (5) 

12) Most of boat overturned following smash (4) 

14) Chooses place to halt anagrams for vessels (4) 

16) Copying as 2 x 1001 shed a tear (7) 

18) Maybe dangers in these green spaces (7) 

19) His glen could be full of little stones (7) 

21) Has difficulty speaking. Without godly one – speaks! (6) 

22) Scare maybe, then looks after (5) 

23) Magazine from the past? (5) 

25) I’d lay down very often (5) 

1   2   3   4   5   6   7 

                          

8               9         

                          

10           11 12           

        13 14               

15   16         17 18       19 

          20 21             

22       23       24   25     

                          

26           27             

                          

28               29         

Sudoku 


